
UF Shelter Medicine Program

Disaster Assessment Team’s
Role in Florida Disaster Response
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What is the UF Shelter Med Disaster 
Assessment Team?
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The UF Shelter Med Disaster Assessment Team ramps up during an active disaster. They handle initial shelter 
assessments post-disaster via phone, email, networking, and social media to get Florida animal shelters the help 
they need. They work in collaboration with many amazing agencies to make sure all shelters in the impacted areas 
are contacted and assisted.

SART and the Florida State Animal Response Coalition (SARC) mobilize at the same time as these initial 
assessments to set up the Incident Management Team (IMT) and Incident Command Post (ICP) in a safe location 
that is close to the most impacted counties. Once the IMT and ICP are set up and functioning, the UF Team 
transition out of their more active role and refer shelters to their county contacts at the ICP for assistance (via 
SART).

During inactive periods, the team works with Florida shelters and other disaster response organizations to ensure 
emergency contacts are current, training and planning information is available, and network communications are 
fluid and up to date.



• Expect a call, text, and email from your friends at UF (that’s us!)

• Setting up and staffing Pet-Friendly Shelters

• Make sure you have enough supplies on hand (food/water) for 7 days in case help is not able to reach 
your shelter

• Ask the community for help with temporary fostering during the storm so you can free up space in 
the shelter for post-storm victims.

• Transport out any pre-storm animals that are off their stray hold and available for adoption

• Health certificates are needed for animals leaving for states outside of those with waivers OR if they 
are flying on commercial airplanes. 

• Identify accredited vets who can write health certs and verify state requirements for transports

• WE HAVE A LIST of vets who want to be notified if there’s an emergency need in their area, but it is best to have at least 1 vet 
arranged (better to have a backup) and ensure you have staff who can assist with and hold animals during exams.
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When a Storm is Projected



Make Sure Your Contacts are Updated
Scan this QR code to fill out your shelter’s emergency contact 

information! 

What our team needs to make sure you get the assistance you need before, 
during, and following a disaster:

• Primary and secondary contact information
• Social media contacts
• Information about your shelter (flood zones, indoor/outdoor kennels, etc.)
• Resources your shelter has available (crates, food, potable water, etc.)
• If you already have or need help with an Emergency Action Plan
• Info on County pet-friendly evacuation shelters
• ESF-17 contact info and where to find it

Also check out our website for more information:
https://sheltermedicine.vetmed.ufl.edu/shelter-services/emergency-response/
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Florida State Agricultural Response Team
(SART)
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• Emergency Operation Center Location
• Emergency Management Director
• County Extension Contacts
• ESF-17: Emergency Support Function 17 

Coordinators
• Additional contacts
• Food Safety Contact
• Vector Control Contact

https://flsart.org/resource/countyinformation.jsp

https://flsart.org/resource/countyinformation.jsp
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Duval County
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Check out the UF Shelter Med Program’s 
Website for More Info

https://sheltermedicine.vetmed.ufl.edu/shelter-services/emergency-response/



Not Sure Where to Start?
Scan this QR code to access your digital toolkit, created for 
animal shelters in Florida! 

Included in your toolkit:

• Trainings available (FREE)
• Contact information for hurricane planning
• Mini-guide to Florida’s hurricane response process for 

animal shelters
• Florida hurricane animal shelter specific FAQs
• and more…..
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